School Council Policy

AIMS:

To develop a greater sense of community and engender a sense of responsibility amongst the staff and students for the well being of the school community.

OBJECTIVE:

· To empower students to become partners in their own education
· To give student the opportunity to make positive contributions to the school environment and ethos
· To enhance and nurture self-esteem
· To provide experience of how to contribute to society and what it means to be an active citizen.
LINKS TO CITIZENSHIP:

· To develop an understanding of the process of democracy
· To develop and practice the process of voting
· To develop an understanding of the different ways in which citizens can contribute to the improvement of his/her community
· To support pupils understand the actions citizens can take in democratic and electoral process to influence decisions locally
ORGANISATION:

Members
3 members from each of the house groups, with a representative from KS3/KS4 and KS5
Voting
Students will be democratically elected to the school council. Each Vertical Tutor group will nominate 3 students, one from each Key Stage.  Each house will run a ‘hustings’ at which each of the nominated students will state why they should be voted onto the council. The house will then have an anonymous vote for three council representatives, one from each of the Key Stages.

 Chair
Will be elected from the council and supported by the Head  Teacher.

Frequency
Once a half-term

Duration
30 minutes

Venue
School morning assembly
Seating
In the centre of the hall surrounded by all the house groups
Agenda
There will be a set agenda for the year with a focus topic each half-term.  See Appendix 1. Students will be given an opportunity during Vertical Tutor time to discuss their ideas and concerns about the chosen topic.  They will then bring their ideas to their half-termly House meeting for further discussion and agreement.  This will then be followed by a full assembly and school council. 

At this meeting the school council representative will bring the main ideas from the house discussion to the school council meeting.  

Minutes 
A nominated teaching assistant will record the ideas and issues put forward by the council on a lap-top linked directly to the hall white board.  The minutes will be published on the school web-site
Reporting
Each Vertical Tutor group will be given a copy of the minutes for discussion during their Vertical Tutor group
ROLE OF THE HEAD TEACHER

· To train and support elected student reps

· To attend and support in chairing school council meetings

· Devise the schedule for the year including topics to be discussed.

· To ensure school council issues are discussed in SMT and staff meetings.

· To help raise the profile of the school council

· To reflect on and evaluate the progress and development of the school council.

September 2018
September 2020

APPENNDIX 1

FOCUSED THEMES FOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

SUMMER 2

Timings of the school day

AUTUMN 1

After school activities and enrichment days/weeks


AUTUMN 2

Playground equipment 

SPRING 1

The school environment and how it can be improved

SPRING 2

Behaviour and how it can be improved

SUMMER 1

The school curriculum and how it can be improved

SUMMER 2

Healthy school – can we improve our health and how?

APPRNDIX 2




DATES FOR MEETINGS

SUMMER 2

 – House meetings Friday 19th June during VT time
· School council Monday 22nd June

AUTUMN 1

House meetings Friday 9TH Oct during VT time
· School council Monday 12th Oct

AUTUMN 2

House meetings Friday 6th Nov during VT time

· School council Monday 9th Nov

SPRING 1

House meetings Friday 22nd Jan during VT time

· School council Monday 225th Jan

SPRING 2

House meetings Friday 11th March during VT time

· School council Monday 14th March
SUMMER 1

House meetings Friday 6th May during VT time

· School council Monday 9th May

SUMMER 2

House meetings Friday 24th June during VT time

· School council Monday 27th June

