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Humanities Intent
Humanities at Belvue provide a bridge between the school and the wider world through enriching experiences that are appropriate to the students’ needs and abilities and conform to National Curriculum requirements. 

We teach Humanities because we want our pupils to develop an understanding of how events and choices from the past affect the present and the future. We want them to gain an appreciation of similarities and differences in the geography and history of the world and to gain an understanding and appreciation of how difference and diversity enrich our lives. 

The subject raises young people’s curiosity to explore experience and interact with the world. These experiences are meant to empower the young people to develop a better sense of self, and an effective, safe, independent and joyful interaction with their environment.

Ultimately, we intend to instil in young people the excitement for discovery and the responsibility that each of us has to keep this world a beautiful, safe and exciting place to live in and pass on. 

AIMS


 Humanities aims to engage students in learning experiences which:

·  Are appropriate to their needs.
·  Conform to National Curriculum requirements.  
·  Enhance their ability to explore.
·  Help them understand how decisions of the past can influence the present and the future.
· Help them understand how to be responsible, educated citizens.

· Provide for a cultural capital.

· Prepare students for adulthood.

· Help them develop their awareness about the world they live in and how it functions.

· Helps them to take responsibility for recognizing and managing safety and health issues in their immediate and wider environment.

· Develop curiosity about the world; discover interests and hobbies which can offer employment opportunities.

·  Promote the recognition and use of history and geography related vocabulary.

PRINCIPLES

In Humanities we overall follow the school’s policies. The following key areas inform the school’s overarching principles:

ASPIRE

A=Academic excellence

S=Support, nurture and therapeutic care

P=Personal pathways

I=Independence, life and work skills

R=Respect for all

E=Enrichment and Celebration

PREPARATION FOR ADULTHOOD

· Health

· Employment

· Independent Living

· Community Inclusion

CULTURAL CAPITAL
The Humanities policy seeks to address the implementation of the National Curriculum across Key Stages 3.  It advises and manages the following:

· Provision of opportunity for students who have the need to be engaged in material selected from early key stages in order to promote progress and achievement.

· The promotion of a holistic approach to learning through the input of
multisensory, visual, experiential, creative skills and cultural and 
         community opportunities including the school’s woodland areas.

· Equal opportunities for all to access the National Curriculum in three pathways: MLD-formal, SLD-semi-formal and SLDC-informal

· The promotion of spiritual development through appreciation for the natural world and the patterns, designs and relationships it comprises.
· The assessment and evaluation of the teaching and learning scenario
        through a systematic and varied approach.

The curriculum design is based on the National Curriculum for Humanities. It is planned so that it can allow to teach all the statutory areas of study as well as a lot of the non-compulsory ones with the focus on selecting topics that can help students develop their independent living skills, understand the importance of respect towards the environment, towards other people and cultures and towards themselves and their own body and allow further enrichment opportunities. 

The curriculum is ambitious and rich throughout the three year cycles, for all levels of ability equally. All pupils access all areas of the curriculum in three pathways: MLD (formal), SLD (semi-formal), SLDC (informal).

The curriculum is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on existing knowledge, personal experience and previous teaching. 

Preparation for adulthood is also being delivered through continuous practice and exercise of key skills identified as important for adulthood, which are currently the Humanities KPIs. These skills in the form of KPIs also intend to inspire creativity, awe, curiosity, wonder and a sense of enjoyment for learning. They have been identified as important because they are transferrable skills to other areas of study and life interactions. 

Emphasis is also given to reinforcing learning through meaningful enrichment experiences taught outside the classroom, like trips to museums, sites, virtual tours, and trips in the local community.

PREPARATION FOR ADULTHOOD

The Humanities curriculum is structured so that it prepares students for adulthood. Some examples are:

· Health: They learn about the hygiene conditions in the past (Medieval Times, War time) and in different parts of the world today and make informed decisions (immunization to travel to certain places, personal hygiene etc)
· Community inclusions: decision making e.g. recycling, pros and cons of the technological advancement, belonging to different groups: realizing their routes and cultural background in relation to their classmates and respect diversity, understand the bigger picture: expanded spatial awareness and developing their understanding of the passage of time, trips.

· Independent Living: Develop their visual perception and awareness of things, people and places around them which will support them when getting out and about. Other examples are: travel training-develop map and transport skills, food-know what people gathered to survive, what people ate to sustain resources at war, what people eat in different places and climates, personal care skills: develop self-help skills, getting dressed in different costumes, through various experiences they realize themselves, their preferences and develop a sense of direction in life eg what they could be good at making or doing potentially for a living as well eg when making Roman sandals etc
· Employment: subject option choices: e.g. develop interest to work in museums, the zoo, sites of interest, follow instructions when doing indoors and outdoors learning, adapt to new environments: learn how people survive in polar regions, the desert, the prehistoric times etc Experiment with real world play e.g. Victorian washing day workshop, operating machines, preparation to go on a trip.

CULTURAL CAPITAL

The curriculum is planned and structured with the “Cultural capital” in mind, intending to prepare students for adulthood by gradually building their critical thinking using the information they have acquired from studying man’s impact on the world throughout history, understanding the world around them and the man’s impact on the environment today so that they become informed, cultured and responsible citizens who can use this knowledge, learnt experience and awareness to make healthy interactions both with people and ecosystems. 

CURRICULUM DESIGN
KS3 students follow a programme of study that follows the National Curriculum and is accompanied by Special Needs Support material. 
The learning journeys include the learning objectives, differentiated stages and success criteria as well as the assessment codes and extended work to further support each student. The skills suggested in each stage have a reference to the KPIs and help build the skills the students need to develop throughout the three year cycle.

(horizontal learning)                           awareness + experience 
(vertical learning) passage of time/expansion of spatial awareness + development of memory
                                 =Cultural capital
Overall:

The curriculum design is:

· Child centered: drawing upon the needs, development, students’ background 

· Intending to build a critical thinking and ability to link events 

· The chronological understanding of events in History is structured with the development of the students’ memory in mind-build on experiences and extended awareness of the world around them to support the understanding of the passage of time and past events. 

· The curriculum follows the National Curriculum for Geography and History and covers all compulsory areas. Importance is given to the richness of the curriculum and hands on experiences- with crafts, trips etc 

·   It starts with map and compass skills, which can be applied to topics following the expeditions of great explorers across the world as well as the exploration of the different countries and continents geography. Cycle 3 is a chronological study of the history of Britain from the early times to the present day.
TEACHING AND LEARNING
Across the school the time allocation is 1 lesson of 45 minutes per week to each class group.  The subject leader delivers most sessions to most class groups and oversees the work of other designated teachers who deliver the remaining sessions. 
Programmes of study, objectives and appropriate referencing are provided by the coordinator. Also provided is a comprehensive review of the curriculum which identifies for each year group, content and the related skills and vocabulary. Teachers delivering humanities are responsible for developing these into lesson plans and learning journeys appropriate for the classes which they deliver lessons to.

The policy advocates that support staff be made acquainted with the lesson objectives, activities and outcomes of the learning experience. Each class is supported by its assigned TA. Support, nurture and therapeutic care is provided in every lesson to every student by the TA following the student’s OT diet, if there is one, or by the teacher ensuring a calming and ready for learning environment at the start of each lesson and throughout teaching with appropriate resources provided. 

The policy encourages the use of multisensory approaches and materials and

 advises that wherever possible a variety of learning opportunities be provided for example –games, discussion, visits to external sites and the use of information technology. There are also topic specific multisensory boxes of resources available to allow for a more hands-on experiential and multisensory experience especially for the SLDC groups. Where equipment and human resources permit students will work in small groups or pairs on practical tasks.
The policy encourages that provision be made for pupils of varying abilities – for example appropriate activities, equipment, worksheets and learning outcomes.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils will be made familiar with the learning objectives and the related success criteria. “Assessment for Learning” is delivered both at the beginning of the work on a topic/ lesson or cycle and “Assessment of Learning” are ongoing in the lessons, for example in the plenary.
In the Key Stage 3 assessment will be either by way of discussion, observation or activities. Especially for SLDC students, Humanities seek to assess the ability of the students to engage and interact appropriately when exposed to different stimuli and experiential activities that allow in turn the students to develop the ability to interact with the world around them more effectively. 
Aspects of both AoL and AfL will be carried out throughout the learning experiences by both teacher and TA. The TAs will be aware of the learning journey and the assessment criteria and will be able to offer informative assessment feedback about the students’ understanding and progress. 
More specific, the Humanities assessment is based on a set of KPIs which are skills based and therefore remain the same for all levels from SLDC to MLD and run throughout the three year cycle. Periodically, the teacher re-assesses the students and uses the evidence gathered from the student’s work to set the relevant marking code. 
Evidence of progress is gathered behind the Learning Journeys as well as with some comments on Classroom monitor. Finally, the subject leader reports about the overall progress the students make by monitoring and analyzing the data logged on Classroom Monitor. 

Students are expected to make stable horizontal progress throughout each Cycle, maintaining the same marking code or going up. They are challenged to make vertical progress as they move on towards the completion of the three years Cycles in the programme of study. 

LITERACY
 In the Humanities lessons the students have multiple opportunities to practice and develop their literacy skills. Some examples are:
·  Looking for historical and geographical information in books and websites
· Matching picture captions 

· Reading and writing names of places on maps
· Explaining (verbally or in writing) their understanding about people, places and events

· Educational activities e.g. word searches 

· Reading stories

· Visiting museums and reading labels of items in display
CROSS CURRICULUM LINKS

There are a lot of opportunities for cross-curriculum links in the subject of Humanities:

· OT: Practice visual perception skills in puzzle games, when looking in maps, dress up in costumes from various countries and past periods of time etc

· English: The students browse books, magazines and websites about the topic, complete word searches and keep practicing their reading and writing skills and enriching their vocabulary. 

· Maths: Come across inventions of previous civilizations e.g. Mayan calendar, Roman numbers etc and develop their understanding of money in the past and now across the world.

· Food Tech: The students explore dishes from around the world in the past and at present.

· Dance: for instance medieval dances, Mexican dances, flamenco etc

· Music: the students experiment with musical instruments from  different countries and listen to music from different places and times eg African drums, Spanish Castanets, Asian etc
· Drama: the students enact historical events e.g. the Battle of Hastings, the travels of great explorers etc
· PSHE: the students learn to compare the importance of hygiene in the past and now e.g. Black Death

· Environmental studies: The students learn to develop an appreciation of the world around them and the environment and develop critical thinking and responsibility how to care about the environment e.g. they learn about climate change and get to spend time in the school woodland to appreciate how nature is the core source that provided food and shelter for man from the prehistoric times to today.

· Science: The students undertake experiments like: create a volcanic explosion, understand the layers of the Earth, understand how machines work etc

· RE: the students learn about different belief systems in the past and now across the world eg Stonehenge ritual circles, Roman Gods etc
· Life skills and preparation for adulthood: The students develop their awareness of the world around them and how to safely interact with it being responsible and taking care 

· Working memory: Virtual perception skills, recycling, outdoors explorations, old and new-developing and understanding of the past e.g. remembering Belvue etc 
· Extension and enrichment: visits to museums and sites of interest, virtual tours, topic relevant books for students to borrow, suggested activities for homework e.g. virtual museum visits/ worksheets/ crafts
IMPACT

The expectation of the impact of the study of Humanities is to have students who engage, show interest and enthusiasm, are informed citizens and are developing their awareness of how to interact with the world around them in ways that are beneficial both for themselves and others, today and in the future. 

THE ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER

In Belvue the Humanities subject leader delivers  all or the majority of Humanities lessons. 

Other responsibilities comprise the following areas:

Curriculum



-  Write and update school policy.


-  Plan the humanities programme of study.


-  Ensure balance and progression.



-  Use a cross-curricular approach where possible.


-  Ensure resources are used appropriately to support



   learning.

· Review the curriculum.
· Engage in Humanities data analysis.

· Monitor Humanities across the school.

Resources Organiser



-  Manage school resources budget.



-  Purchase and organise resources so that they are readily



   available and accessible.



-  Know about resources outside the school.



-  Advise staff on safety aspects.



-  Explain the use of resources.

Propagate and Lead



-Be approachable, confident and part of a team.

                                       -The subject leader will consult with staff for feedback.                     
                                       -Discuss and identify needs 

PARENTAL LINKS

Homework suggestions will be given where appropriate eg MYON, Google Classroom, School website, LGFL emails etc
A Humanities programme of study will be published on the school website for parents to easily access it and be informed. 
REVIEW

The policy will l be reviewed yearly in keeping with the school’s policy on review

procedures.

Reviewed by: Flora Petrakou 

Date reviewed: December 2020
Date review due: December 2021
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